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COwwg;  accidentally  into  a  Family  always  frequented, 
and  of  late  much  difturbedby  fome  Roman  Ca- 
tholicks,  wk&  fy  fulminating  Damnation  againfi 
all  Proceftants,  bad  ten ified  feme  Friend*,  I  ifyfiteA  my 
felfto  clear  dw$btkty^  &kto*tiwtk 

the  Noife  and  Threats  of'fS^fire  h»daffeft<$the'w  &$$*$ 
Tkismgaged  me  iritv a[fqn^Deiate: Mhme o/  ity &#hitQ 
who  was  Very  }>6/itiVe  t%$!$^&^^  tytttfi'- 

Itnfiffititity  of  being  fa1>M  ^^^^-(^ur^  cffettftA^ 
And,  upon  that  it  came  to  be  enquired,  Whether  it  be  tfatfitifatf 
lation  to  Rome,  or  their  Delation  to  Chrift,  that  SWen  are 
to  be  faVedby  ?  Whether  our  State  of  Eternity  depends  u$* 
on  the  Talky  or  Confidence,  or  hard  Cenfures  of  J/Men,  or 
or  upon  the  T^ruth  of  our  Religion,  and  our  Sincerity  inpro~ 
fefting  of  it  *  Whether  it  be  the  ever-living  God,  or  any 
mortal  Men  that  make  true  Religion  ?  Whether  that  be  not 
the  Be/I  which  beft  agrees  with  the  Divine  <%evelation  £ 
4nd,  whether  our  Saviour  had  referr'dufto  Rome,  and  the 
*Pjf1wl  Authority,  for  the  knowledg  of  Saving  Truth  •  or 
plainly  taught  by  Himfelf,  and  by  his  jiffoftks,  all  that  is 
requifo  ancL,fufficient  to  Salvation  ? 

About 
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About  tbefe  we  differ  d :  but  yet  agreed  upm  the  whole* 
that  the  great  odds  in  foint  of  fafety,  which  they  appre 
hend  to  be  betwixt  them  and  us,  muft  be  grounded  upon  the 
Excellency  of  their  Religion  above  ours  j  and  muft  there 
fore  appear  in  their  Faith,  Ifor/hip,  and  Morals,  which  are 
the  ejfential  parts  of  (Religion,  and  make  it  right  or  wrong> 
according  as  they  are  themfelves. 

The  Talk  I  then  bad  about  this  Subjett,  and  the  occafion 
of  it,  put  me  upon  writing  the  enjuing  Difiourfe.  Wherein 
mf  cbitf eft  Jim  bath  been  to  fix  my  (fyader  upon  that  which 
is  fofitive  witbw,  and  is  maintained  on  all  fides,  that  being 
altogether  requifit,  and  ofitfelffufficient  to  make  a  J7l4an  a 
good  Cbriftian :  4ndr  tl?en  to  confider  thofe  Points  in  belief 
and  praftice,  about  which  we  differ,  and  to  fa 
fide  lies  the  Advantage  for  means  of  Grace,  and  certainty  of 
Salvation* 


01  ^I 
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H  E  Church  of  Rome  would  not  only  have  all  her 
Diftates  received  as  Divine  and  true,  but  would 

likewife  have  nothing  received  as  fuch,  but  what 

fhe  delivers ;  infbmuch  that  her  Writers  would  perfuade 
us  that  \#e  can  have  no  Affurance  of  the  Truth  of  our  com 
mon  Chriftianity,  becaufe  we  receive  it  not  from  the  In 
fallible  Chair,  and  rely  not  on  its  Authority  for  the  proving 
of  it.  As  if  a  Man  could  not  know,  and  firmly  believe 
that  Jefus  Chritt  came  into  the  World  to  fave  Sinners,  with 
out  fo  much  as  having  heard  any  thing  of  a  Roman  Church 
and  her  Infallibility.  And  as  if  thole  great  Truths  which 
God  hath  revealed  were  not  to  he  embrac'd  and  alTented  to, 
becaufe  they  are  'his,  but  depended  upon  the  good  Pleafure 
of  a  Party  of  Men*,  who  can  no  more  add  greater  Authori 
ty  to  what  God  hath  declared,  than  they  can  make  their 
own  Sayings  of  an  equal  Authority  with  God's. 

We  can  admit  that  Church  for  a  joint  Witnefs  with  o- 
ther  Chriftian  Churches,  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of 
God,  and  that  the  Chriftian  Creed  is  the  Catbolick  Faith : 
But  there  is  no  reafon  to  think,  that  any  thing  is  the  more 
true,  or  the  more  neceflary,  meerly  becaufe  fhe  faith  it. 
That  which  is  equally  attefted  by  all  Chriftian  Churches^ 
who  were  all  Depofitories  of  the  Divine  Oracles,  and  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  hath  a  cogent  and  a  clear  Evidence : 
But  that  wherein  fhe  ftands  divided  from  all  the  reft,  and 
bears  witnefs  only  to  her  own  Prerogatives,  is  either  true, 
becaufe  fhe  aJTerts  it  (which  none  will  dare  to  fay)  or  ought 

to 


8  The  Introduction. 

to  be  proved  by  the  Teftimony  of  the  whole  Chriftian 
Church,  and  of  Divine  Revelation,  which  fhe  can  never 
do. 

So  we  have  this  great  Advantage  in  thofe  things  which 
we  affert  as  Points  of  Saving  Faith,  that  we  have  the  plain 
and  exprefs  Words  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  the  Concur- 
rence  of  the  whole  Church :  whereas  thofe  things  which  we 
rejeft,  are  made  a  Creed  only  by  one  particular  Church,  not 
above  one  hundred  Years  agone,  and  have  no  Ground  in- 
Holy  Writ. 

Some  may  difpute  with  us  about  our  Rites  or  Difcipline, 
or  fbme  abftrufe  and  difputable  Points :  But  for  that  Faith 
whereon  we  ground  our  Hopes  of  Salvation,  nothing  can 
be  objeEted  againft  it.  It  is  the  feme  wherein  every  Chri 
ftian  is  baptifed,  the  fame  which  was  before  the  Reforma* 
tion,  and  before  the  Want  of  it  j  in  Times  of  greateft  Pu 
rity  the  fame  Faith  was  profeft,  and  in  the  worft  of  Times, 
under  the  greateft  Corruptions  it  was  ftill  preferved :  and 
that  not  in  one  Kingdom,  *>r  only  here  in  the  Weft,  but  in 
all  Patriarchates,  and  in  all  Chriftian  Churches  in  the 
World.  We  have  neither  added  nor  diminifh'd,  nor  made 
any  Alteration  in  that  Rule  of  Faithr  which  is  the  Badge 
and  the  Ground  of  Chriftianity.  So  that  as  to  this  Point, 
our  Religion  is  now  as  it  was  long  before  Luther :  We  have 
no  other  Creed  than  that  which  was  univerially  profeft  all 
along.  Our  Difpute  with  the  Church  of  Rome  is  about 
their  new  one,  made  fince  Luther,  and  profeft  no  where 
€lfe  but  in!her  Communion ;  that  we  cannot  embrace.  It 
hath  neither  the  fame  Authority  from  God  nor  from  Men, 
as  hath  the  Catholick  Belief, 
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To  make  this  p}ain  here,  I  fet  the  two  Creeds  at  large, 
to  be  confulted  as  the  Reader  finds  occafion. 


The 
ftolick  Creed,  explained 

by  the  Niccnc  and  the 
jlthanafian,  in  wtiat 
concerns  our  Saviour's 
Divinity,  but  never 
enlarged  until  the 
Council  of  Trent. 


ITSeliefce  in 
t&e  jFat&et:  ai< 
nrigijtp       afeer  of 


in  3iefu.3 


our 


concei 


bom  of  ttjc 

Mary. 


€>ufferei>  unfct; 

Pontius  Pilate,  toillS 

ccuctfietij  Dean,  anD 
tticiea* 


The  Roman  Creed. 

£Moft  ftedfajlly  admit  dndcn&race  the 
AfoftoticAl  andEcclefaftical  Tradi 
tions,  with  the  reft  of  the  Qonftltutiom 
and  Obfervations  of  the  Roman  Church. 

I  alfo  receive  the  Holy  Scripture  ac 
cording  to  that  fenfe  which  the  Holy  Mo 
ther  Church  (whofe  it  if  to  interpret  it) 
hath  he  Id  and  doih  hold*,  nor  w  ill  ever  un 
der  ftand  or  interpret  it  otherrvife  than 
acccording  to  the  unanimous  Confent  of 
the  Fathers. 

Iprofefs  alfo  that  there  are  f even  true 
and  proper  Sacraments  of  the  new  Cove 
nant  instituted  by  our  Lordjefw  Chrift, 
and  neceffary  to  the  Salvation  of  Man 
kind  (tho  not  all  of  them  neceffary  to  eve 
ry  Man)  viz.  Baptifin,  Confirmation, 
the  Eucharift,  Pennance,  extreme 
Un&ion,  Orders  and  Matrimony,  all 
which  do  confer  Grace  j  and  whereof  Bap 
tifin,  Confirmation  and  Orders  cannot 
be  repeated  without  Sacriledg. 

I  likewife  receive  and  admit  all  the  re 
ceived  and  approved  Rites  of  the  Catho- 
lique  Church  in  the  folemn  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  all  the  4orefaid  Sacraments. 

'  B  AH 
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tyt  BefcpntscO  fnta 
tfh  tlje  tfjttli  Dap 

fjearofc  again  from 

t^eDfau. 
|>e  afc0n5tii  into 

l^atien,  anti  fittetft 

ontJjeiatgljt^anticif 

" "  tfie 


31 


in    tljC 


I^Ol^  Catf)0s 
il'Cfe  Cl)tttC|)> 

Cf)e  Communion 
Of  ^aintjS) 

JfO?0fiiCn?fSi 


All  And,  every  thing  which  rva*  defined 
and  declared  about  Original  Sin  and  Ju- 
Jlifcatwn  by  the  moH  holy  Council  of 
Trent,  1  embrace  and  receive. 

I  profef  likemfe  that  in  the  Maf 
&  offered  to  God  a  true  prefer  and  propi- 
f/*ftW7  Sacrifice  for  the  Quick  &  Dead  ; 
And  that  in  the  moft  holy  Sacrament  of 
the  Eucharift,  there  is  really  and  fab- 
ftantially  the  Eody  and  Rloodr  together 
with  the  Soul  &  Divinity  of  our  Lord 
Jefw  Chritt  :  And  that  there  u  a  Con- 
verfion  made  of  the  whvle  Subjtance  of 
Bread  into  his  Bo.afy,  and  of  the  whole 
Subftance  of  Wine  into  hit  Bloody  which 
Conversion  the  Catholick  Church  calls 
Tranfubftantiatiofl. 

lalfoconfefs  that  under  either  Kjnd 
or  Specie  s  only  ^  whole  and  entire  Chritt 
and  the  true  Sacrament  is  received. 

I  confl^ntly  hold  that  there  is  a  Pur- 
gAtory  ;  and  that  tht  Souls  there  detai 
ned  are  helped  by  the  Suffrages  of  the 
Faithful. 

As  alfo  that  the  Saints,  who  reign  to- 
gether  with  Christ,  are  to  be  rvorfhipped, 
and  prayed  to,  and  their  Reliques  to  be 
venerated. 

I  moH  firmly  affert  that  the  Images 
of  Chris~t,  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  and 
of  the  other  Saint^  are  to  be  had  and  re- 
tainedj  and  that  due  Honour  and  Wor- 
fbipi*  to  be  imparted  to  them, 
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Cf)e  EefUtterttOtt         /  alfo  affirm  that  the  Power  of  In- 
Of  tije  130Bj>,  dulgences  was  left    by  ChriH    to.  his 

Church,  and  that  the  Vfe  of  them  it 
moH  falutary  to  Chrijlian  People. 
£50t'          /  acknowledge    the   Holy    Catholick 
and  Apottolick  Roman  Church  to  h$ 


the  Mother  and  Mifirefs  of  all  Chur 
ches  :  And  I  promife  and  fwear  true  0- 
bedience  to  the  Pope  of  Rome,  who  is 
ChriJPs  Vicar,  and  Swcefior  to  St.  Pe 
ter  the  Prince  of  the  Jpoftles. 

lalfo  without  doubt  receive  and  profefs  all  other  things  deli 
vered,  defned  and  declared  by  the  f acred  Canons  and  Oecu 
menical  Councils,  ejfrecially  by  the  most  holy  Synod  of  Trent ; 
and  all  things  contrary  to  them,  with  all  Herefies  whatfoever, 
condemned,  rejected  and  curfed  by  the  Church,  I  likewife  reject, 
and  condemn  and  curfe. 

This  true  Catholick  Faiti  y  without  which  no  Man  can  be  fa- 
<ved,  which  at  prefent  I  freely  hold  and  profefs,  I  will  (by  God^s 
help)  con  ft  ant  ly  retain  and  confefs  intire  and  inviolable  to  my 
last  Breath,  and  take  care  to  the  utmoH  of  my  Power,  that  the 
fame  fball  be  taught,  held  and  prof  eft  by  all  under  me,  and 
whofe  Care  /ball  belong  to  me  in  my  Office.  I  the  of  or  ef aid  N. 
promife,  vow  and  fwear  it  •'  So  help  me  God,  and  thefe  holy 
Euangils. 

This  Roman  Creed  it  is  about  which  we  differ :  for  as 
to  the  Chriftian  Creed  there  is  no  Difpute  betwixt  us ;  on 
ly  that  we  account  it  fufficient,  and  will  profefs  none  elfe. 

This  is  the  State  of  the  Difference  betwixt  the  Church 
of  Rome  and  ours.  We  ftand  for  that  Faith  which  is  con- 
feft.of  all  fides  to  be  truly  Catholick  and  Apoftolick ;  and 
difown  that  Roman  which  they  would  impofe  upon  us. 
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I  know  that  they  feek  to  retort  this  Objection  of  making 
of  new  Creeds,  and  would  make  the  diftinft  Denial  of  the 
feveral  Points  of  theirs  to  be  in  like  manner  fb  many  Articles 
of  ours ;  as  if  it  were  with  us  as  fundamental  a  Truth,  that 
there  is  no  Roman  Purgatory,  as  that  the  Blood  of  Jeftts 
ChriH  cleanfeth  us  from  all  Sins  :  Whereas  it  is  moit  appa 
rent  that  the  Negative  of  falfe  Opinions  doth  in  no  wife 
become  a  Part  of  the  Chriftian  Do&rine,  nor  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Creed. 

True  Religion  is  not  to  fwell  in  Proportion  to  the  En- 
creafe  of  Errors,  for  then  every  ne<y  Addition  to  Chriftia- 
nity  would  make  a  new  nccefTary  Article  for  the  rejefting 
of  it,  and  it  would  be  in  the  Power  of  every  Herefiarch  to 
enlarge  the  Rule  of  Faith  againft  him.  Whereas  the  Chri 
ftian  Faith  was  once  delivered  to  the  Saints,  and  muft  ever 
remain  the  fame,  whatever  Herefies  fbme  Mm  are  pkafed 
to  broach.  That  Saints  and  Images  ^re  to  be  worfhipped, 
is  a  Point  of  the  Roman  Faith ;  that  they  are  not,  is  not  a 
Point  of  mine ;  'tis  only  a  Declaration  of  my  difbwning 
this  Roman  DoStrine,  as  being  neither  in  the  Chriftian 
Creed,  nor  in  the  Word  of  God.  The  refufing  of  Mens 
Errors,  whether  they  be  Pagans,  or  any  Hereticks,  is  not 
a  Part  of  our  Belief,  but  rather  of  our  Disbelief.  Our  de 
nying  that  Jupiter,  or  Great  Diana,  or  any  Creature,  though 
never  fb  fblemnly  canoniz'd,  are  to  receive  Religious  Ho 
nours,  is  only  a  renouncing  of  Mens  Devices,  but  doth  not 
conftitute  fb  many  new  Doftrines ;  only  what  God  hath 
commanded  in  this  cafe,  is  Part  of  our  Religion,  Thott 
Jbalt  worflrip  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  {halt  thou  ferve. 
Our  Creed  and  Religion  therefore  is  ftill  univerfal,  and 
truly  Primitive,  although  our  rejecting  Ibme  Points  which 
they  have  made  Part  of  theirs  in  the  Church  of  Rome,  can 
be  neither  fo  Primitive  nor  fb  Univerfal.  What  our  Church 
OWQS  for  her  Saving  Belief,  is  own'd,  and  ever  was,  by  all 

Chriftian 
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Ctriftian  Churches ;  what  fhe  rejefts  from  being  fuchy  is 
of  a  later  Date,  and  was  never  fb  general.  So  that  inftead 
of  asking  us,  Where  was  our  Religion  before  our  Forefii* 
thers  were  forc'd  to  leave  the  Roman  Church  ?  it  fhould  ra 
ther  be  enquired,  why  they  threw  off  thofe  feveral  Tenets 
contained^  the  Roman  Creed?  and  then  the  Queftioit 
would  be  plain  and  fairly  ftated,  and  might  from  every 
Man  that  hath  but  read  the  Bible,  receive  a  clear  Anfwer. 
But  it  is  very  unreafonable  to  demand  fuch  Authorities  for 
refufing  of  any  new  and  abfurd  humane  Inventions,  as  for 
the  receiving  thofe  Truths  which  God  hath  exprefly  revea 
led,  and  his  Church  received  all  along. 

As  for  the  Vices  or  Vertues  of  King  Henry  the  %th,  or 
any  others,  who  were  engaged  to  ftruggle  with  the  Papal 
Power  and  Ufurpations,  they  fignify  nothing  to  us.  The 
enormous  Faults  of  luch  as  are  reputed  Supreme  and  Infal 
lible  Guides  of  a  Party  may  well  reproach  them  :  But  our 
Religion  hath  no  dependence  en  Historical  PalTages  of  any 
Mens  Doings.  God's  Veracity  and  Revelation  is  the  Ground 
we  depend  upon ;  Him  we  worfhip,and  in  Him  we  believe, 
as  is  to  be  feen  in  our  Publick  Liturgies  :  For  that  we  claim 
the  Warrant  of  his  Word,  and  the  Suffrage  of  all  Chrifti- 
an  Churches,  than  which  no  better  Ground,  nor  no  higher 
Authority  is  ever  to  be  had.  If  the  Roman  Creed  had  the 
fame,  we  would  embrace  it  heartily,  for  the  well-being  of 
our  Souls ;  or  if  it  were  lefs  repugnant  to  the  Chriftian  In- 
ftitution,  we  might  be  perfuaded  to  comply,,  or  to  be  filen^ 

for  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  our  prefent  Welfare. 

% 

But  my  Defign  is  only  to  fettle  and  to  pacify  them  that 
are  ftaggerM  and  difturb'd  with  the  ruder  Noife  of  Damna 
tion  daihing  againft  them  *?  and  therefore  I  will  purfue 

things 
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things  no  further  than  to  fhew.  That  neither  the  Judgment 
of  our  Adverfaries,  nor  any  thing  wherein  both  Churches 
difagree  ,  any  ways  endangers  our  future  Happinefs  : 
But  that  as  to  the  fecuring  the  eternal  Welfare  of  our 
immortal  Souls,  ours  is  to  be  preferred  before  the  Roman 
Communion. 
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H  E  Concerns  of  Eternity  being  fb  tre 
mendous,  and  many  not  fb  well  inftru&ed 
as  they  fhould,  'tis  no  wonder  if  fbme 
Men  are  frighted  with  thq  fearful  Sen 
tence  pronounced  againft-  diem  by  the 
Zealots  of  the  Roman  Party.     To  any 
Man  ferious  or  timorous,  Threats  of  Damnation  are  terri 
ble,  even  in  the  Mouth  of  a  Mortal  Creature  :  Though  it 
only  betrays  the  Preemption  of  any  finful  Man  that  dares 
fit  on  the  Tribunal  of  his  Almighty  judg ;  yet  becaufe  fbme 
are  fb  tender  and  fa  weak  in  this  Point,  as  to  be  much  dit 
ordered  and  difmayed  to  fee  themfelves  adjudged  to  Hell, 
though  it  were  but  a  Dreani  or  a  melancholy  Fancy ;  there 
fore  it  may  be  worth  the  w7hile,  briefly  to  ftate  the  Cafe,  and 
confidei  on  what  Grounds  they  proceed  that  fb  freely  pro 
nounce  our  Doom.    And  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  it  appear 
that  we  want  only  their  good  Word,,  or  alfb  their  good 
Will,  when  for  Safety  and  a  fure  Foundation  we  are  at 
leart  as  well  as  they.    It  may  flirprize  and  ftartle  to  fee  one 
ftare,  and  with  great  Confidence  denounce  that  you  are  a 
dead  Man  that  cannot  live  an  Hour  ;  but  having  recovered 
your  felf,  and  reflefted  upon't?  you  pafs  by  without  further 
Harjn,  and  fmile  at  the  Humour.     There  is  one  Law-giver, 
who  #  able  to  fave  and  to,  deftroy.     Who  art  than  that  judgejl 
Another  ? 

Our  intire  dependence  is  upon  God,  as  well'  for  the  ftate 
of  Eternity  as  for  the  prefent.    We  do  not  fajl,  when  \ve 
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go  hence,  under  a  new  or  an  unknown  Power,  neither  are 
left  to  Mens  Mercy  :  but  the  fame  God  by  whom  we  were 
taken  out  of  our  Mother's  Womb,  and  to  whom  we  were 
left,  when  we  hang'd  yet  upon  her  Breafts ;  he  that  took 
care  of  us,  and  provided  for  us  here  upon  Earth,  is  ftill  to 
difpofe  of  us  in  our  future  State :  And  we  Ihall  be  judged 
by  him,  by  whom  we  were  made  and  redeemed. 

This  God  whom  we  now  ferve,  and  under  whofe  Al 
mighty  Dominion  we  muft  ever  remain,  is  infinitely  good, 
,  He  would  have  all  Men  to  be  faved,  and  to  come  to  the  know- 
leAg  of  the  Truth.  Therefore  he  doth  not  feek  Advantages 
againft  them,  nor  lay  Snares  in  their  Way,  nor  wrap  up 
his  Saving  Light  in  Obfcurity,  but  deals  with  them  in 
much  Mercy,  making  that  Grace  of  his  which  bringeth 
Salvation  appear  unto  all  Men,  that  they  may  know  the 
Way  to  Life,  and  clearly  fee  what  they  muft  do 'to  obtain 
Eternal  Happinefs.  This,  God  fhews  Men  by  that  Reve 
lation  he  hath  made  of  his  bleffed  Will,  how  they  ought  to 
walk  and  to  pleafe  him  :  Therein  all  things  neceffary  are 
very  plainly  expreft,  that  they  may  be  underftood  of  all. 
And  for  a  further  Help  and  a  greater  Security  to  Men  of  all 
Capacities,  a  Summary  of  Divine  Truths,  fuch  as  are  fun 
damental  and  needful,  was  bytimes  made  and  propagated, 
together  with  the*  Chriftian  Religion,  overall  the  World. 
So  that  we  have  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Apoftolick  C  -eed, 
both  of  them  always  attefted  by  the  whole  Chriftian  Or  trch, 
as  two  firm  Pillars,  whereon  r  ^epcfe  our  ! elves.  That  we 
might  be  ftrong  and  immoveable  in  the  r^h,  aflureci  that 
we  are  not  impoled  upon  by  our  Guides,  and  that  lengdi  of 
Time  hath  made  no  Alteration,  but  that  we  hold  now  the 
fame  things  which  were  taught  by  Chr;ft,  and  received  of 
his  Church ;  and  that  we  make  nothing  necelfary  to  Salva* 
tion,  which  from  the  Beginning  was  notfb, 
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Firft,  then,  The  Word  of  God  contained  in  the  Holy 
Bible  is,  by  Content  of  all,  that  Saving  Truth  of  God  by 
which  we  muft  live,  and  by  which  we  fhall  be  judged ;  fb 
that  whatfbever  is  there  written,  is  to  be  embraced  as  cer 
tain,  •  and  as  coming  from  God.  Whether  it  relates  to  the 
Creation  and  the  Government  of  the  World,  or  to  the  ma 
ny  Wonders  which  God  wrought  in  former  Ages,  to  deli 
ver  his  People,  and  to  confirm  and  atteft  his  Revelation ; 
or  to  the  Fall  of  Man  and  the  Promife  of  a  Saviour ;  or  to 
his  Miflion  into  the  World,  and  his  accomplifhing  the  great 
Work  of  our  Redemption ;  or  to  the  Gofpel-Promiles,  and 
Doftrines  and  Myfteries  ;  or  to  Laws  and  Rules  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  Institutions  of  Divine  Worfhip ;  whatfbe 
ver  it  relates  to,  it  is  to  be  embraced  with  an  humble  and 
obedient  Faith.  Nothing  is  to  be  queftioned  that  is  con 
tained  in  the  Bible  ;  all  humane  Authorities  and  humane 
Reafonings  muft  fubmit  to  it,  for  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of 
God. 

Go  into  all  the  World,  and  you  fhall  find  all  Churches 
every  where  aflert  the  fame  as  well  as  we.  The  Jews  con 
cur  with  us  in  the  Divine  Authority  of  the  ancient  Oracles, 
before  our  bleffed  Lord's  Coming :  But  all  Chriftians  in  e- 
very  Part,  and  in  every  Age  of  the  Church,  embrace  and 
reverence  both  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  as  the  Book 
of  God,  wherein  are  contained  the  Declarations  of  his  Will, 
and  the  Words  of  eternal  Life.  If  you  enquire  what  they 
thought  of  it,  in  the  firft  or  fecond  Ages  after  our  Saviour, 
or  at  any  other  time  ;  or  if  you  go  to  the  Eaftern  or  African 
Churches,  or  any  the  moft  remote  Place  where  Chriftia- 
nity  is  profeft,  you  fhall  find  all  agreed  in  this,  that  the  Bi 
ble  contains  the  Doftrine  of  eternal  Salvation,  and  is  the 
Word  of  God.  This  is  not  a  thing  wherein  the  Greeks 
differ  from  the  Latins,  or  Proteftants  from  the  Papifts ;  but 
is  the  firm  Belief  of  all.  This  is  a  moft  conftant  and  inva- 
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riable  Tradition,  which  for  Extent  of  Time  and  Place  is 
univerfal,  and  therefore  of  the  greateft  Credit,  altogether 
unqueftionable. 

So  here  is  a  very  great  Number  of  Divine  and  undoubted 
Truths  agreed  upon  by  all  the  Chriftian  World  ;  even  all 
the  plain  and  clear  Propofitions  contained  in  Holy  Scripture. 
Although  they  be  of  things  not  feen,  that  are  paft  or  to 
come ;  yet  being  there  revealed,  they  are  affented  to  by  all. 
And  he  that  fliould  deny  any  of  them,  would  be  condem 
ned  by  Chriftians  of  all  Communions ;  his  refufing  to  ac- 
knowledg  the  Truth  of  any  Contents  of  the  Bible,  would 
be  interpreted  a  Denial  of  God's  Veracity,  becaufe  they 
are  all  perfwaded,  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God,  writ 
ten  by  the  Guidance  and  the  Infpiration  of  his  Holy  Spi 
rit. 

He  that  rejefts  this  Foundation  on  which  all  Chriftians 
are  grounded,  ought  never  to  concern  himfelf  in  the  Diffe 
rences  among  them,  nor  pretend  to  be  of  any  Church  ;  for 
by  his  denying  the  Truth  of  that  Revelation  which  they 
all  own  to  be  Divine,  and  whereon  they  rely,  'he  makes 
himfelf  an  Infidel,  and  a  Party  againft  them  all.  And  yet 
if  we  could  fee  to  the  bottom  of  Things,  I  doubt  not  but 
it  would  appear,  that  the  Difputes  and  Contentions  which 
are  among  Chriftians,  are  moft  eagerly  promoted  by  fuch 
as  deride  thofe  great  Truths  which  they  all  own  to  be  fun 
damental.  They  that  jointly  believe  the  Truth  and  the 
Divine  Authority  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  are  let  to  wran 
gling  among  themfelves  about  fome  of  its  moft  obfcure  and 
tmneceffary  Places,  by  them  that  believe  none  of  it ;  and 
for  not  mutually  embracing  and  praftifing  upon  thofe  moft 
important  Points  whereon  we  are  agreed,  we  expofe  thofe 
Doftrines  of  our  common  Salvation,  which  we  all  profefs,  to 
the  Contempt  of  the  prophane  and  incredulous  World. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  The  other  Pillar  which  together  with  the  Ho' 
ly  Scripture,  ftrongly  Supports  of  our  Faith,  is  the  Chri- 
ftian  Creed.     We  find  alfb  for  this  the  lame  Content  of  all 
Chriftian  Churches,  they  are  unanimous  in  the  Belief  and 
Profeflion  of  it,  and  hold  all  its  Articles  to  be  thofe  great 
and  neceflary  Truths  without  which  none  can  be  laved. 
Whereas  the  leveral  Contents  of  the  Bible,  although  equal 
ly  true,  yet  are  not  of  an  equal  Concern,  and  are  too  nu 
merous  to  be  carried  in  mind  :  There  was  a  Collection  of 
thole  principal  Points  which  are  neceflary  to  all,  drawn  and 
appointed  from  the  Beginning,  as  a  form  of  fottndi  Words, 
or  a  Summary  of  the  Chriftian  Saving  Faith.     This  we  call 
the  Apoftles  Creed,    and  this,  I  lay,  in  all  Ages  of  the 
Church,  and  in  the  full  Extent  of  it,  hath  been  received 
as  a  Confeflion  of  that  Faith,  without  which  none  can  be 
faved.    Go  to  Rome,  or  to  Geneva,  or  among  the  Lutherans, 
or  the  Mofcovitesj  or  the  Greeks,  or  Ethiopians,  as  many  as 
call  on  the  Saving  Name  of  Jefa,  do  thus  make  Confefli 
on  of  their  Faith  in  him.     Befides  that  each  Article  is  very 
exprefly  and  in  many  Places  revealed  in  the  Holy  Bible, 
here  is  the  unanimous  Agreement  of  the  whole  Church 
from  firft  to  laft,  in  every  Nation,  and  every  Period  of 
Time  from  the  Days  of  Chriflr,  that  this  is  the  Badge  and 
Cognizance  of  a  Chriftian  Believer,  and  that  the  Profeflion 
of  this  Belief  is  the  Faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints, 
which  fliall  endure  to  the  End  of  the  World.     Into  this 
Faith,  and  none  other,all  Chriftians  are  baptized,in  all  Com 
munions,  thereby  to  be  made  Members  of  ChriiFs  Catho- 
lick  Church,  and  Heirs  of  everlafting  Life,  if  they  keep 
it  unto  the  End  whole  and  undefiled. 

Thus  for  the  believing  any  of  thole  Points  contained  in 
the  Apoftles  Creed,  or  any  of  the  Hiftories,  Promiles  or 
Commands  delivered  in  Holy  Scripture,  a  Chriftian  hath 
the  belt  Warrant  he  can  have  for  the  Belief  of  any  thing 
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upon  Earth,  even  the  joint  Atteftation  of  the  whole  Church 
of  every  Age,  who  teftified  publickly,  and  ibmetimes  fea- 
kd  their  Teftimony  with  their  Blood,  that  the  Bible  is  the^ 
Word  of  God,  and  the  Creed  is  the  Faith  of  Chrift.  How 
ever  Chriitians  have  fal'n  out  about  other  things,  as  to  thefe 
they  are  at  one.  The  Belief  of  this  engageth  you  into  no 
Difpute  with  any.  Here  is  a  very  great  Number  of  mod 
marvellous  Tranfaftions,  and  gracious  Promifes,  and  righ 
teous  Laws,  and  important  Prediftions  which  are  own'd  by 
all  to  be  Divine  and  infallibly  true.  Your  Belief  and  Profefli- 
on  of  thefe  depend  not  upon  your  Fancy,  or  the  Opinions 
of  private  Guides, ,  or  the  Tradition  of  your  Countrey,  or 
of  your  Party,  but  upon  the  unanimous  Witnefs  of  millions 
of  wife  and  good  Men,  Apoftles,  Martyrs,  Confeffors,  and 
all  thofe  numerous  Chriftian  Societies  difpers'd  over  the 
World,  which  make  up  the  univerfal  Church. 

Here  is  enough  owned  of  all  fides  to  make  up  an  hap 
py  Agreement  betwixt  all  Churches ;  The  having  the  fame 
Bible,  and  the  fame  Creed,  is  a  very  firm  and  large  and 
lafting  Foundation  for  Peace.  Here  are  all  things  that  are 
of  the  greateft  Moment  for  Faith  and  a  good  Life,  for  the 
Service  of  God  and  the  Salvation  of  our  Souls,  every  where 
received  and  profeft.  He  that  fhould  weigh  the  Importance 
of  each  of  thofe  Truths  which  are  acknowledged  by  all, 
would  wonder  what  it  is  that  can  divide  Chriftians,  and 
make  them  fb  fierce  and  uncharitable  one  againft  another. 
We  fee  Bigots  of  different  Communions  damn  and  deftroy 
one  another,  as  if  they  were  not  Partakers  of  the  fame  Na 
ture,  and  joyned  together  by  owning  the  fame  God  and  the 
fame  Saviour,  and  all  the  chiefeft  Articles  of  the  fame  Re 
ligion.  Befides  Mens  Ignorance  and  Malice  and  intempe 
rate  Zeal,  no  account  can  be  given  of  the  unbefeeming  Con 
tentions  of  Chriftians  among  themfelves ;  but  that  the 
things  wherein  they  differ  are  of  a  prefent  Concernment, 
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for  Wealth  or  Dominion.  Secular  Intereft  and  humane  Paf- 
fions  no  doubt  have  made  the  Breach,  and  they  that  fierce 
ly  laugh  at  all  Religion,  and  neither  regard  the  Creed  nor 
the  Word  of  God,  fet  on  the  Zealots  to  difpute,  and  for 
their  own  Ends  make  ufe  of  the  Contention  ;  when  all  this 
while  there  is  a  vaft  Collection  of  Truths  for  Comfort  and 
Contempt  of  the  World,  for  Meeknefs  and  mutual  Love, 
prof  eft  to  he  firmly  belie  v'd  by  all  Parties  engaged. 

But  as  Men  are  always  craving  and  purfuing  new  things, 
rather  than  they  will  make  an  Eftimat  of  what  they  have 
received,  becaufe  they  love  to  extend  their  Defires,  rather 
than  to  be  fatified,  and  to  be  thankful ;  fb  they  rather  chufe 
to  wrangle  and  difpute  about  the  meaneft  Pimftilios  where 
in  they  are  at  odds,  than  to  reft  in  the  greater  things  where 
in  they  are  agreed,  becaufe  they  love  to  talk  and  to  contend, 
better  than  to  praftife  and  embrace  each  other. 

This  unfettles  fome  Men  that  they  know  not  what  to  be 
lieve,  and  gives  great  occafion  to  the  prophane  to  defpife 
Religion,  as  if  all  the  Talk  about  it  were  arbitrary  and  un 
certain  ;  they  magnifie  the  Variety  of  Opinions,  and  make 
as  if  the  whole  were  matter  of  Conteft,  when  they  fee^the 
Contenders  aft  as  if  they  were  agreed  about  nothing. 
Whereas  I  fay,  all  the  great  Articles  have  always  been  un- 
queftioned,  notwithstanding  the  Peevifhnefs  of  fome,  and 
the  ill  Defigns  of  others,  ftill  the  fame  Rules  of  Holinefs, 
and  the  fame  Points  of  Belief,  have  remained  conftant  and 
embraced  by  all :  The  fame  Divine  Revelation  and  the  fame 
Chriftian  Faith  have  every  where  prevailed,  and  in  the  midft 
of  all  Difputes  been  preferved  and  acknowledged.  So  that 
the  whole  Subftance,  and  all  the  neceffary  Parts  of  Religion, 
Have  always  beta  facred,  confeft  and  reverenc'd  by  all  Chri 
ftian  Churches. 

The  twelve  Articles  of  our  Creed,  and  all  the  uncontro- 
v'erted  Truths  revealed  in  Holy  Scripture,  make  up  a  Body 
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jof  Divinity,  fb  full,  fb  excellent,  and  fb  comprehensive 
ihat  if  we  compare  it  with  the  Uncertainties  and  Diflfenti- 
9ns  that  were  every  where  in  the  Heathen  World,  at  the 
firft  preaching  of  Chriftianity,  we  fhall  look  on  its  Profe£ 
fprs  as  very  harmonious  and  very  well  agreed.  There  were 
never  (b  many  things  fo  Great,  fo  Wonderful,  of  fo  infinite 
a  Concern  to  Mankind,  fb  ftrongly  attefted,  or  fb  firmly  be 
lieved  by  fuch  infinite  Multitudes  of  civiliz'd  and  knowing 
Men  in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  for  fo  many  Ages  together. 

Here  is  a  Foundation  whereon  every  good  Chriftian  may 
build  Peace  and  Charity  towards  all  his  Brethren,  of  what 
ever  Countries  or  Communions  they  be,  and  may  eftablifh 
a  fure  Hope  of  eternal  Happinefs  to  his  own  Sou4 :  if  he 
doth  heartily  profefs  and  obey  thofe  undoubted  Truths 
which  are  embraced  and  acknowledged  by  all  Chriftian 
Churches.     He  that  is  fully  perfuaded  of  the  Truth  of 
Chriftianity,  and  willing  to  depend  for  his  Salvation  upon 
that  plain  and  eflential  Part  of  it,  which  is  confeffed  by  all,- 
and  to  lay  the  great  Strefs  of  his  Hopes  anH  of  his  Obedi 
ence  upon  his  Creed,  rather  than  upon  controverted  Points  j 
he  hath  what  will  comfort  his  Soul,  and  encourage  him  to 
live  well ;  and  he  is  fafe,  peaceable  and  unmoveable  in  the 
midft  of  all  Divifions :  he  may  be  doom'd,  and  called  Names 
by  them  that  would  impofe  their  Opinions  as  Articles  of 
Faith  ;  but  it  doth  him  no  harm,  whilft  he  ftands  firm  upon 
the  Rock  of  the  Chriftian  Creed,  and  the  Chriftian  Life 
together. 

Thefe  two  are  acknowledged  of  all  fides,  to  be  both  re- 
quifite  and  fufficient  to  Salvation :  Faith  and  Works  toge 
ther  making  up  the  whole  Condition  of  that  Gofpel-Cove- 
nant,  to  which  is  annexed  the  Promife  of  eternal  Life. 
Therefore  in  enquiring  why  they  are  all  condemned  as  Re 
probates,  that  are  not  of  the  Roman  Communion,  we 
muft  conlider  what  are  the  Advantages  peculiar  to  that  Par 
ty-  t  I.  Whe- 


the  SureH  Way  to  Heavenl  ^  j 

I.  Whether  their  Faith  be  more  ancient  and  Catholick. 

II.  Whether  their  Worfhip  be  purer,  more  conformable 
to  God's  Word. 

III.  And  whether  their  Righteoufnefs  exceeds  that  of 
all  others. 

1. 1  begin  with  that  Faith  which  is  peculiar  to  Rome,  and 
is  at  large  fet  down  in  the  Introduction.  It  indeed  contains 
more  Articles  than  that  of  any  other  Chufch,  and  it  may 
ftill  receive  further  Encreafe,  whilft  their  Popes  and  Coun 
cils  can  make  and  impofe  new  Definitions  as  neceflary ;  but 
we  believe  that  Saving  Truths  are  neither  made  by  Mens 
Authority,  nor  evidenced  by  Number.  We  are  contented 
with  that  Faith  once  delivered  by  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles, 
and  from  the  Beginning  received  by  the  whole  Church,  and 
for  this  are  declared  Hereticks,  and  adjudged  to  Perdition,, 

That  Roman  Faith  about  which  we  differ,  is  made  fb 
effential  and  fb  neceflary,  that  their  Converts  are  appointed 
by  the  Roman  Pontifical,  in  anfwer  to  the  Bifhops  Quefti- 
ons>  that  reconciles  him  to  make  an  exprefs  Profeffion  of 
it;  and  if  he  were  a  noted  Heretick,  even  to  {wear  to  it; 
condemning  all  to  Damnation  that  embrace  not  the  lame ; 
and  promifing  that  if  ever  he  afts  or  believes  any  thing,  con*- 
trary  to  that  Oath  he  takes  with  both  his  Hands  on  the  holy. 
Evangils,  he  will  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  Severity  of  the 
Canons. 

Although  we  be  fo  far  agreed  with  the  Church  of  Rome* 
(as  hath  been  feen  before)  yet  they  lay  fo  great  a  Strefs 
upon  their  new  Creed,  and  derive  fb  much  of  their  Devo 
tions  from  it,  That  it  is  an  aftonifhing  and  formidable 
Change  to  pafs  from  our  Church  into  theirs,  Befides  the 
Surprife  of  their  publick  Worfhip,  which  by  a  great  Vari 
ety  of  Ceremonies,  Images^  and  the  Latin  Tongue  appears 
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very  ftrange :  They  have  a  prefcribed  Form  of  reconciling 
Hereticks,  to  which  none  can  fubmit,  but  they  that  are  ful 
ly  perfuaded  that  thofe  Opinions,  which  became  a  Creed 
fince  the  Council  of  Trent,  are  Part  of  that  Saving  Truth 
of  God,  which  muft  be  believed  and  profeft  under  Pain  of 
eternal  Damnation. 

It  is  not,  as  fome  may  fancy  or  perhaps  are  told  when  fb- 
licited  to  change,  that  they  {hall  find  it  very  eafy,  and  be 
received  upon  what  Terms  they  pleafe  :  But  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  all  other  wife  Societies,  hath  its  fixt  Rules  and 
Forms,  and  follows  them  without  taking  Notice  of  the 
Talk  or  Thoughts  of  private  Perfbns.  There  is  nothing 
can  juftify  the  Change,  or  make  it  tolerable  to  a  Man  of 
Conference,  but  the  being  convinced  of  the  Truth  and  Ne- 
ceffity  of  thefe  Roman  Doftriries,  which  thitherto  were  no 
Part  of  his  Creed.  When  he  hath  fearch'd  and  u$'d  all  pro 
per  means  to  underftand  the  Points  in  Difpute,  and  to  fatis* 
fy  himfelf,  and  finds  himfelf  thoroughly  perfuaded  that 
there  is  no  Salvation  in  our  Church,  and  that  the  Belief  and> 
Worfhip  peculiar  to  the  Church  of  Rome  are  truly  Chrifti- 
an,  and  the  neceffary  Terms  of  our  Acceptance  with  God, 
then  is  he  obliged  to  follow  his  Light,  and  to  make  ProfeffiU 
on  of  what  he  believes  to  be  Truth.  But  till  a  Man  be 
thus  convinced,  his  forfaking  ours  to  joyn  with  the  Church 
of  Rome  is  a  great  Prevarication  againft  God  and  Men,  that 
will  make  him  odious  to  both,  and  be  inexcufeble  here  and 
hereafter.  The  formal  Abjuration  of  all  that  the  Roman 
Church  doth  condemn,  and  the  folemn  Profeffion  with  a 
facred  Oath  of  all  her  Religious  Doftrines  and  Praftices 
in  their  full  Latitude,  (as  is  pretended  in  the  Roman  Pon 
tifical  )  fhould  make  every  doubting  Per{bn  amonft  us  very 
ferious  and  very  inquifitive,  cleerly  to  know  what  he^doth 
leave,  and  what  he  muft  embrace,  if  he  refolves  toforfeke 
ours,  and  embrace  the  Roman  Communion. 

The 
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The  cafe  will  be  much  more  tolerable  with  them  that  were 
born  and  educated  in  that  Perfiiafion,  if  they  are  in  a  Mit 
take;  they  having  never  profefs'd,  nor  perhaps  had -means 
to  know  any  thing  elfe,  is  a  Plea  of  which  they  are  not  ca 
pable,  who  grown  to  Years  of  Difcretion,  turn  from  one 
Church  to  another.  Thefe  had  need  take  great  Care  that 
they  deal  uprightly,  and  examine  to  the  Bottom  of  things, 
otherwife  they  mock  God  and  Men,  and  muft  expect  to 
fare  accordingly. 

I  do  not  deny,  but  that  Perlbns  of  Underftanding  and 
Sincerity  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  pa&  from  ours  into  the 
Roman  Church,  for  whilft  Men  are  mortal  they  may  err 
and  be  imposM  upon  :  And  may  they  all  obtain  Mercy  that 
truly  fear  God,  and  embrace  what  they  judg  to  be  his  Truth, 
(though  they  be  miftaken)  I  only  fay,  that  no  Man  edu 
cated  amongft  us  that  really  believes  his  Chriftian  Creed, 
and  would  not  throw  his  Soul  away,  can  make  Profeflion  of 
the  Roman  Faith,  till  he  becomes  fully  convirtcM  of  its 
Truth  and  Neceffity.  <  For  now  it  is  not  asit  was  before  the 
Council  of  Trent,  when  the  Church  of  Rome  it  felf  had  no 
other  Confeffion  of  Faith,  but  only  the  Chriftian  which  is 
common  to  all  Churches,  and  thofe  Opinions  which  have 
fince  become  Articles  of  the  Roman  Faith,  needed  not  be 
explicitly  profeft,  if  they  were  but  let  alone  and  not  difpu- 
tedagainft:  Whereas  now  fince  Pim  the  4^,  Hereticksfb 
called,  that  become  Profelytes,  mutt  make  a  folpmn  and  ex- 
prefs  Declaration,  that  they  believe  every  thing  that  the 
Church  of  Rome  doth  either  teach  or  praftife,  and  that  they 
i  will  fubmit  and  conform  intirely  to  all  that  ffee  prefcribes 
either  for  Faith  or  for  Divine  W  orftiip,,  This  I  fay  no  Man 
of  Confcience  or  Honour  can  do,  till  he  become  equally 
perfuaded  of  the  Truth  and  NecefTity  of  the  Roman,  as  of 
the  Chriftian-Creed, 
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Confidence  proves  nothing,  and  makes  nothing  to  be  re 
ally  Divine,  and  we  all  know  that  Religion  is  not  what  fomc 
Men  will  call  fo  :  neither  can  we  believe  as  we  would,  or 
as  we  are  bid  ;  we  muft  have  fufficient  Reafbns  that  thofe 
things  are  from  God,  which  are  propofed  to  our  Faith  ;  fo 
that  perfliaded,  as  we  are,  we  might  for  Temporal  Defigns 
play  the  Hypocrites  and  diffemble,  but  we  can  never  become 
Profelytes  to  the  Church  of  Rome.  And  whilft  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  thofe  Articles  of  Faith,  which  are  peculiar 
to  that  Church,  are  rather  contrary  to  God's  Revelation  than 
contained  in  it,  and  Ib  think  it  our  Duty  to  difown  their 
Roman  Creed  :  We  are  fo  far  from  apprehending  our  felves 
to  be  in  danger  of  Damnation  for  fo  doing,  that  we  rather 
believe  we  fhould  incur  that  Danger,  if  againft  our  Perfuafi- 
on  and  Confcience  we  fhould  folemnly  proteft  and  declare 
thofe  things  to  be  our  Belief  and  our  Faith,  which  indeed 
are  not  fo. 

How  juft  and  material  are  our  Objections  againft  each 
particular  Doftrine  which  Rome  would  impofe  upon  us,  is 
to  be  feen  in  many  of  the  late  Treatifes  upon  thofe  Subjects : 
So  here  I  fhall  give  no  further  Account  why  we  reje£t  the 
Roman  Creed,  than  by  making  upon  it  thefe  three  general 
Reflections,  which  alone  might  be  fiifficient  to  prove  that 
it  can  in  no  wife.be  neceffary  to  Salvation. 

i ,  That  the  Roman  Creed  feems  to  be  calculated  for  the  - 
Meridian  of  This  World,  rather  than  for  the  obtaining  the 
Happinefs  of  That  which  is  to  come.  The  Chriftian  Creed 
doth  make,  no  Man  greater  or  richer  here  on  Earth  ;  it  is  a 
Profeffion  of  our  Faith  in  God,    Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft, .  which  unites  us  to  him,  engageth  us  to  love  and  to 
fervehim,  and  to  confefs  Chrift  before  Men,  and  obey  his 
Gofpel ;  the  end  of  it  is  to  make  us  hope  well  and  live  well, , 
to  give  us  Comfort  againft  all  Sorrows,  and  Strength  againft 
ajll  Temptations.    But  the  Roman  Creed  makes  the  Roman « 
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Court  very  great  and  very  rich,  and  makes  Men  have  a 
great  dependence  upon  it.  It  eftablifheth  thofe  Opinions 
which  much  advance  the  Roman  Dominion,  making  Rome 
to  be  the  Mother  and  Miftrefs  of  all  Churches ;  engaging 
Men  to  fubmit  intirely  to  her,in  embracing  all  her  Traditi 
ons  and  Conftitutions  ;  and  obliging  all  hers  that  have  any 
Power,  toufeittotheutmoft,  to  bring  all  Men,  as  they  are 
able,  under  her  Obedience. 

Then  for  Gain  you  have  feveral  Articles,  the  Doftrine  of 
Purgatory,  and  or  Indulgences,  the  Worfhip  of  Saints  and 
Images,  which  doth  not  exclude  Gifts  and  Oblations  to 
them ;  and  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs  offered,  as  they  are 
paid  for  it,  for  the  living  or  for  the  dead  ;  befides  all  the 
Appeals  to  Rome  and  the  Bulls  and  Expeditions  from  it : 
Read  their  whole  Creed  over  again,  and  you  will  clearly 
fee  that  it  all  makes  for  the  Empire,  or  the  Profit  of  T(omc. 
*Tis  a  flirewd  Sufpicion  that  they  that  have  made  it,  and  im- 
pos'd  it  upon  the  World,  did  therein  regard  their  own  Ad 
vantage  more  than  the  Truth  of  Chriftian  Religion.  When 
the  old  univerfal  Chriftian  Creed  makes  all  for  the  Honour 
of  God,  and  for  the  Sanctification  and  Salvation  of  human 
Souls,  and  this  new  particular  Creed  is  all  for  the  Glory  and 
the  Power  of  Rome  ;  who  that  hath  not  refign'd  up  his  rea- 
fbn,  but  will  be  forcM  to  think,  that  the  one  is  to  bring 
Men  to  Heaven,  and  the  other  to  bring  Profit  to  Rome. 

2.  A  Man  will  be  fb  much  the  more  confirmed  in  this  O- 
pinion,  when  he  (hall  obferve  that  the  Roman  Zeal  is  all 
turned  this  Way.  The  Endeavours  of  their  Zealots  are 
much  greater  to  make  Men  of  the  Roman  Perluafion,  as  to 
the  controverted  Points,  than  to  make  Chriftians  in  what 
we  are  all  agreed :  and  amongft  them  a  Man  that  believes 
the  Bible  and  the  ancient  Creeds  is  as  much  damn'd  and 
hated  as  if  he  wrere  a  meer  Turk  or  Heathen.  Their  Pro* 
ceedings  againft  them  whom  they  call  Hereticks,  have  been 
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more  bloody  and  violent  than  againft  meer  Unbelievers  -T  33 
if  owning  the  fame  God  and  Saviour,  and  the  fame  Articles 
of  Hope  and  Redemption  were  nothing,  except  we  alfo  own 
the  fame  Submiflion  to  Rome. 

It  may  be  reckoned  as  an  Inftance  of  their  great  .Earneft- 
nels  to  progagate  their  Creed,  vthat  their  later  Miracles, 
for  more  than  thefe  five  hundred  Years,  are  all  in  the  behalf 
of  it.  The  Faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints,  was  eviden-r 
ced  by  thofe  ancient  Miracles  recorded  in  the  Bible  :  But 
this  Growing  Faith  of  Rome  is  recommended  to  Peoples 
Belief  by  later  Wonders,  fiich  as  their  Legends  and  Brevi 
aries,  and  many  Books  of  Devotion  contain.  I  need  not; 
lay  that  many  of  thofe  Miracles  here  in  the.  Weftern.Churcli 
are  fo  dubious  and  ill-contriv'd,  that  they  make,  little  for 
the, Credit;  of  thofe  Doftrines  which  they  are  defign'd  to 
vouch:  I  only  .note  that  they  ai;e  all  intended  for  to  make 
credible  thofe  Points  .of  the  Roman  Faith  which  are  defti- 
tute  of  the  Teftimony  of  God's  Word,  and  pf  the  Univer? 
fal  Cfaurdh  ;  and  that  if  we  had  not  better  Miracles/  and 
much  better  attefted,  for  the  Proof  of  that  Religion  that 
came  from  Jemfalem,  than  they  have  for  that  which  came 
from  Rowe,  Libertines  would  not  want  an  advantageous  Plea 
t.Q jujKfy  their  Infidelity.. 

Andj  ? .  We  may  add,  that  this  Roman  Creed  is  both  new 
and  confinM,  whereas  the  Chriftian  is  as  Catholick  as  the 
Church  it  felf ;  that  is,  is  equally  extended  to  all  Times 
and  Places,  was  ever  every  where  receiv'd^  and  is  .now  pro.-, 
feft  in  all  Chinches,  and  in  all  Parts  of  the  World.  Inftead 
of  this  Univei;ftlity  for  Ages  and  Extenfion,  the  Roman 
Creed  bears  date,  >  1564,  and  being  dated  from  Rome,  is 
profeft  by  none  but  thole  of  that  Communion,  which  are 
but  few,  in  comparifon  with  the  reft  of  the  Chriftian 
World.  So^hat  if  you  pafs  into  the  Jlfrican,  or  Greek,  or 

jiitern  Churches,  which  are  vaft  and  numerous,  you  fliaU 
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find  no  other  Creed  but  that  of  the  Apoftles,  explained  by 
thzNicene  and  t\\s  Athanafian  \  if  in  fbme  of  thefe  Places 
they  have  fbme  of  the  Roman  Opinions,  or  Ibme  of  their 
own  as  doubtful  and  new,  yet  they  have  no  other  Confeffi- 
on  of  Faith,  .  than  as  we  have  in  our  Reformed  Churches  in 
the  WcH. 

Nay  even  in  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  the  third  Seflion  of 
the  Tridentine  Council,  1546,  they  made  a  Decree,  that  [/ 

according  to  the  Example  of  the  Fathers,  "  they  would 
"  make  a  Confeffion  of  that  Faith  which  in  ancient  times 
c<  had  been  an  impenetrable  Shield  againft  all  Herefies, 
"  which  alone  had  been  ufed  for  the  Converfion  of  Uhbe- 
"  lieyers,  for  the  Confufion  of  Hereticks,  and  for  the  Con-- 
€t  firmation  of  the  Faithful  ;  and  then  repeated  the  Nicene 
Creed  and  namore  ;  declaring,  u  That  that  was  the  expreft 
"  and  formal  Faith  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  that  Faith 
"  which  is  the  Principle,  of  Chiiftian  Unity,  and  the  fure 
"  and  only  Foundation  againft  ,  which  the  Gates  of  Hell 
u  fhall  never  prevail., 

Happy  had  it  been  for  the  Chriftian  World,  if  this  mat 
ter;  had  ioremain'd  ;  and  the  Roman  Articles  under 


eighteen  Years  after,  had  not  been  made  a  neceflary  an 
fential  Part  of  the  Catholick  Faith.     However  'tis  to  be  ob- 
ferv'd  further,  that  even  now  in  the  Roman  Church,  when  t/ 

they  baptize  Children  or  grown  Perfbns,  they  ufe  none  but 
the  Apoftles  Creed  ;  and  to  make  them  Members  of  Chriflr7 
and  of  his  Church,  and  Heirs  of  his  Kingdom^  oblige  them 
to  the  Profeflion  of  no  other  Articles,  but  thoft  that  are  the 
ancient  Confeflionof  Faith  common  to  all  Chriftian  Chur-*' 
ches.     Nay,,  more,  whilft  they  live  in  that  Communion  in 
allAfts  of  Worfhip,  and  when  they  die  in  it,  and  are  to4 
make  the  laft  ConfeiEIion  of  that  Saving  Faith,  of  whiclr 
they  foon  expefl  the  End  and  Confummation,  they  ufe  none 
but  the  three  Catholick  Creeds  ;  the  Roman  ferves  only  t& 
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all  Power  and  Government  to  St.  Peters  Chair,  and  to  per* 
fecute  Hereticks  withal.  So  that  this  Roman  Creed  being 
for  Temporal  Advantages,  being  not  contained  in  the  Word 
of  God,  nor  proved  by  the  Teftimony  nor  by  the  Mira 
cles  of  the  Primitive  Church,  nor  received  by  former  Ages, 
nor  by  any  Church  but  the  Roman,  nor  by  that  but  very 
lately,  and  only  in  fbme  cafes  profeft :  we  have  great  reafbn 
to  believe,  that  it  is  in  no  wife  necefTary  to  Salvation.  The 
Chriftian  and  univerfal  Creed  having  been  efteemed  fuffi- 
cient  without  any  other,for  more  than  fifteen  hundred  Years, 
ought  to  be  fb  efteemed  ftill,  without  this  Addition,  which 
is  proved  but  by  very  unlikely  and  uncertain  Miracles,  and 
by  the  Atteftation  ot  but  thatone  particular,  Church  for 
.whofe  Wealth  and  Grandeur  it  fb  intirely  makes. 

Thefe  things  confidered,  we  ought  no  ways  to  be  difinay- 
ed  with  the  frightful  Words  or  Countenance  of  any  that 
pronounce  us  accursM  and  damn'd,  becaufe  we  hold  not, 
nor  can  believe  what  Pitts  the  tyk  did  lately  declare  to  be 
deFide  requifite  to  Salvation.  We  lhall  find  faving  Inftru- 
ftions  and  Comfort  enough  in  the  Ghriftian  Creed,  which 
God's  Word  exprefly  confirms,  and  the  whole  Church  hath 
ever  own'd,  if  we  embrace  and  ftudy  more  and  more  the 
Divine  and  invariable  Truths  it  contains,  and  fincerely  en* 
deavour  to  lead  our  Lives  accordingly. 

II.  What  I  have  affirmed  of  the  Roman  Faith,  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  alfb  of  the  Roman  Worfliip  :  That  Pa  rt  of  it  which 
is  not  approved  by  us  is  very  bad ;  palliated  or  reproved  by 
the  cunningeft  or  wifeft  of  their  Churchy  or  however  no 
ways  neceifary,  which  is  all  I  am  at  prefent  concerned  in. 

Indeed  as  to  the  EfTentials  of  Divine  Worfliip  all  Chrifti- 
ans  are  agreed,  That  God  fhould  have  our  Prayers  and  Prai- 
ies,  in  the  Name  of  Jefus  Clirift  our  Mediator ;  even  the 
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matter  of  our  Requefts  is  fixt  and  uniform  amongft  all  that 
own  the  Lord's    Prayer ;  Ib  far  the  Church  of  Kome  hath 
many  excellent  and  ancient  Compofures,  very  unlike  thofe 
new  ones  we  rejeft.     That  part  of  their  publick  or  private 
Worfhip  which  is  grounded  upon  the  Chriftian  Creed,  is 
very  good :  and  if  they  went  no  further,  we  might  as  law 
fully  joyn  with  them,  as  they  might  with  us.     We  have 
inferted  nothing  doubtful  or  controverted  in  our  Offices  of 
Religion,  nothing  but  what  as  to  the  fenfe  is  ufed  and  ap 
proved  by  all  Churches.     Had  they  done  fb,  and  extended 
their  Worfhip  no  further  than  could  be  juftified  by  that 
Cliriftian  Belief  which  is  common  to  all,  the  Differences  be 
twixt  them  and  other  Chriftians  had  been  much  lefs,  and 
more  reconcileable.     But  they  have  turned  all  the  Points 
of  their  new  Creed  into  Exercifes  of  publick  Religion  : 
and  thefe  we  do  not  think  to  be  acceptable  to  God,  nor  re- 
quifite  to  acquit  us  of  that  Adorationand  Service  which  we 
ow  to  his  Divine  Majefty. 

We  are  perfiiaded  that  without  making  or  worfhipping 
Images  of  God,  we  may  pay  him  that  Homage  which  he 
requires  of  us  ;  that  if  we  devoutly  commemorate  our  Sa- 
viouPs  Paflion,  and  with  thankful  Hearts  put  our  Truftin 
the  Merits  of  it,  we  fhall  not  need  to  worfhip  the  Figure 
of  his  Grofs  ;  and  that  if  we  lift  up  our  Hearts  to  Heaven, 
to  adore  him  on  the  Right  Hand  of  God,  we  need  not  wor-' 
(hip  the  Hoft  here  on  Earth,  which  many  Chriftians  be 
lieve  to  be  only  the  Sacrament  of  his  Death,  and  none  can 
be  fure  to  be  the  Subftance  of  his  natural  Body  ;  no  not  ac 
cording  to  the  Tenents  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Likewife  that  Part  of  their  Worfhip  which  relates  to 
Creatures ;  the  folemn  Bleffing  or  confecrating  Images,  that 
being  hallowed,  they  may  be  fit  to  be  fet  up  to  receive  In- 
cenfe  and  Oblations  and  many  Honours,  and  to  excite  their 
Devotion  to  Saints  and  Angels  :  their  manifold  Pilgrimages 
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and  Prayers  to  thofe  beatified  Creatures ;  The  great  depeh- 
dence  they  exprefs  to  have  upon  their  Interceflion,  their 
Merit  and  their  Power ;  The  many  Miracles  and  Mercies 
they  are  faid  to  receive  from  them ;  And  the  high  Celebrati 
ons  and  Returns  of  religious  Gratitude  which  they  render 
to  them :  All  thefe  which  make  too  great  a  Part  of  their  pub- 
lick  and  private  Devotions,  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe 
to  be  inconfiftent  with  God's  revealed  Will,  and  with  our 
Duty  and  Obligations  to  him ;  or  however,  no  ways  ne- 
ceiTary. 

I  appeal  to  them  that  have  either  read  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  or  learned  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  ten 
Commandments,  which  all  Churches  teach  to  be  the  Prin 
ciples  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  whether  our  calling  upon 
him  in  whom  we  believe,  and  ferving  him  alone  that  hath 
declared  himfelf  jealous  of  his  Honour,  and  ufmg  no  Images 
in  our  AddrefTes  to  him  that  hath  forbid  them,  and  ap 
proaching  to  God  by  that  one  Mediator  whom  he  hath  ap 
pointed,  and  who  died  and  merited  all  for  us,  and  bad  us 
"•come  to  him,  and  ufe  his  Name  alone  in  all  our  Requefts ; 
Whether  this  Worfhip  which  is  paid  to  God  amongft  us, 
be  not  more  conformable  to  his  holy  Word,  and  to  the 
Grounds  of  our  common  Chriftianity,  than  that  which  is 
eftablifhed  in  the  Church  of  Rome  ?  Whatever  they  may 
think  of  us  where  the  Inquifition  reigns,  and  under  it  blind 
Ignorance,  and  a  terrible  Averfion  againlt  them  that  are  cal 
led  Hereticks ;  yet  elfewhere  Men  of  better  Senfe  and  grea 
ter   Instruction,  though  of  the  fame  Church,  can  hardly 
pronounce  us  to  be  God's  Enemies,  and  the  Objefts  of  his 
Wrath,  becaufe  we  are  afraid  to  give  his  Glory  to  others, 
and  to  tranfgrefs  his  Laws  :  or  however  their  Thoughts 
will  not  alter  the  cafe,  and  can  do  us  no  Harm,  we  havifig  a 
Rule  of  God's  own  prefcribing  to  believe  and  towoiOiip 
by,  and-  whilft  we  render  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's, 

we 
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we  need  not  fear  the  rafh  Cenfures  of  uncharitable  Men. 

We  have  the  Warrant  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  the  Con 
currence  and  Approbation  of  all  Chriftian  Churches  for 
the  Worfliip  eftablifti'd  in  our  Church  :  if  accordingly  we 
ferve  God  with  Sincerity  and  Devotion,  we  fhall  have  tfce 
Reward  of  them  that  diligently  feek  him  ;  however  we 
tranfgrefs  no  Law  of  his,  and  we  run  no  Risk  :  But  if  the 
worshipping  of  Saints  and  Images  fhould  prove  unaccepta 
ble,  the  Papifts  run  a  great  Danger,  they  having  neither 
Antiquity  nor  Scripture  for  the  fame,  whilft  the  Admoni 
tions  of  their  Fellow  Chriftians,  and  fbme  Divine  Prohibiti 
ons  &?Q  oi#t-i?lank  againft  it, 


III.  As  for  the  Neceffity  of  a  good  Life,  our  Church 
recommends  it  at  leaft  as  much  as  the  Roman.  All  Chri- 
ftians  believe  a  Judgment  to  come,  and  a  Retribution  to 
Men  according  to  their  Works  ;  fb  we  have  all  the  fame 
Promifes  of  God,  and  the  fame  Rewards  propounded  to 
encourage  us  to  do  good  ;  we  believe  the  fame  Threats  and 
the  fame  Puniihments  to  deter  us  from  Evil  ;  we  all  think 
our  felves  obliged  to  Morality,  and  to  be  truly  vertuous, 
knowing  that  without  Holinefs  no  Man  fhall  fee  God  :  and 
I  make  no  doubt  but  that  in  other  Chriftian  Communions 
as  well  as  in  ours,  there  are  many  who  truly  fear  God  and 
work  Righteoufnefs.  The  Difference  betwixt  us  and  the 
Roman  Church,  is  not  whether  or  no  we  ought  to  be  good  ; 
but  every  one  in  either  Church,  according  to  his  Sincerity 
and  his  firm  Perfwafion  of  the  Truth  of  Chriftianity,  en 
deavours  to  approve  himfelf  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  ;  fb 
ferweare  agreed.  .They  have  many  things  in  their  Ro 
man  Creed,and  in  their  Worfhip,which  we  cannot  approve; 
but  we  have  the  fame  Rules  of  Life,  the  fame  Divine  Laws  ' 
to  diretl  our  Obedience. 
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And  I  would  to  God  we  did  all  join  in  thofe  things  which 
admit  of  no  Difpute,  and  wherein  we  are  all  agreed,  and  did 
lay  the  great  Strefs  of  our  Hopes  and  of  our  Endeavours  on 
them,  i;/jc.  the  hearty  Profeffion  of  the  fame  Chriftian  Creed, 
the  fincere  Worfhip  of  the  fame  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Ho 
ly  Ghoft,  and  a  ferious  Earneftnefs  to  follow  the  Example 
and  the  .Precepts  of  our  common  Saviour,  and  to  live  in 
this  prefent  World  fbberly,  righteoufly  and  godly  :  Thefe 
that  are  the  great  things  of  God,  and  the  Foundations  of 
Chriftian  Religion,  and  of  true  Goodnefs  being  owned  on 
both  fides,  if  they  were  minded  as  our  Intereft  in  them, 
and  their  Certainty  do  require,  would  go  near  to  compofe 
our  Differences  in  other  things,  and  to  reftrain  that  uncha 
ritable  Zeal  \vhich  hath  doomM  to  Damnation  Millions  of 
good  Chriftians. 

However,  they  that  truly  believe  all  the  Articles  of  the 
Chriftian  Faith,  and  worfhip  God  according  to  his  Will, 
and  our  Saviour's  Inftitutions,  and  are  careful  to  live  like 
Chriftians  worthy  of  the  Gofpel,  need  not  regard  thofe  De 
vices,  nor  fear  thofe  Judgments  which  proceed  only  from 
Men ;  they  may  be  true  and  happy  Saints  both  here  and 
hereafter,  that  have  for  Faith,  and  the  Service  of  God,  and 
for  a  Holy  Life  all  that  is  of  Divine  Appointment,  without 
the  Roman  Additions.  Our  rejecting  what  the-Church  of 
Rome  hath  for  her  Intereft  impofed,  where  her  Power  doth 
reach,  will  in  no  wife  exclude  us  from  Heaven,  if  we  be 
true  to  what  we  own.  If  by  our  Life  and  Profeffion  we 
confefs  Chrift  here  before  Men,  and  are  not  afhamedof 
him,  nor  of  his  Words,  we  need  not  fear  he  fhould  hereaf 
ter  difbwn  us,  becaufe  of  their  Anger  that  would  have  us 
take  for  Gofpel  whatever  they  diftate.  Damnation  fliall 
•  not  be  inflifted  according  to  Mens  Paflions  and  Uncharita- 
blenefs  ;  we  ought  to  run  from  the  Danger  of  it,  as  far  as 
is  poflible,  by  preserving  that  Faith,  we  were  baptized  into, 
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pure  and  undefiled,  and  by  living  according  to  it :  But  ha  d 
the  Promifes  of  Mercy  and  Salvation  been  annexed  to  our 
Submiffion  to  Rome,  either  the  unverfal  Church  would 
have  clearly  expreifed  it  in  making  Men  Members  of 
Chrift,  and  Heirs  of  his  Kingdom,  or  to  be  fure  God 
would  have  revealed  it.  And  feeing  none  of  thefe  is  done, 
it  doth  plainly  demonftrate  that  fuch  a  Submiffion  is  defig- 
ned  for  Temporal  Power,  but  no  ways  requifite  to  bring 
Men  to  Heaven,  and  that  confequently  the  hard  Sentence 
of  Roman  Bigots  againft  us,  may  be  prejudicial  to  them, 
but  can  do  us  no  Harm. 

This  might  fuffice  to  fhew  that  we  are  fafe  notwithftan- 
ding  their  Outcries  of  Damnation  againft  us,  that  Part  of 
their  Religion  which  is  called  Popery,  being  no  Part  of  God's 
revealed  Will  and  Saving  Truth,  nor  of  the  Primitive  and 
Catholick  Chriftianity  embraced  by  the  whole  Chriftian 
Church. 

In  point  of  Faith,  or  of  Divine  Worfhip  what  is  pecu 
liar  to  them  is  far  enough  from  being  necefTary :  and  for 
Rules  of  Converlation  we  have  the  fame  Precepts,  and  be 
lieve  the  fame  Promifes  and  the  fame  Punifhments.  So  that 
though  we  rejeft  many  of  their  own  Inventions,  yet  ftill 
we  want  nothing  neceflary  to  Salvation,  and  in  order  to  it, 
they  have  no  Advantage  over  us. 

But  I  may  not  ftay  here.  The  Intereft  of  Truth  and 
human  Souls  obligeth  me  to  fay  farther,  that  we  are  fafer  in 
our  Church,  and  have  feveral  Advantages  for  the  obtaining 
Comfort  and  eternal  Happinefs,  of  which  they  are  defti- 
tute  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Firft,  I  fay  that  we  are  fafer.     What  we  believe  as  an 
Article  of  Faith,  is  undoubtedly  true,  owned  by  all  Chri- 
ftians  in  all  Ages  of  the  World,  and  plainly  revealed  in   , 
God's  Word  ;  whereas  thofe  Traditions  which  the  Church 
of  Rome  hath  tack'd  to  the  ancient  Faith,  are  newly  coyn'd, 
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yet  more  newly  made  a  Creed,  are  not  warranted  by  Divine  - 
Revelation,  nor  embraced  by  Chriftians  of  other  Commu 
nions.  And  what  a  Prefumption  is  it  to  change  the  Terms 
of  Salvation,  and  make  thole  things  neceflary  which  God 
hath  not  prefcribed,  and  the  Chriftian  Church  for  many 
hundred  Years  hath  not  owned  as  a  Part  of  her  Saving  Faith  ? 
This  is  fo  like  adding  to  the  Book  of  God,  preaching  a- 
nocher  Gofpel,  and  teaching  for  Doftrines  the  Command 
ments  of  Men ;  that  we  think  our  felves  much  fafer  within 
the  ancient  Boundaries,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  very  dange 
rous  Attempt,  to  make  new  Creeds  and  impofe  them  upon 
Mens  Confciences,  efpecially  when  thofe  Additions  are  not 
only  beyond  what  is  written,  but  alfo  of  another  Nature, 
and  even  contrary.  The  Qiriftian  Creed  is  for  Life  ever- 

/      lafting,  the  Roman  for  the  Roman  Greatnefs;  the/Chriftian 
expreffeth  our  Obligations  to  God,  and  our  dependence  up- 

i/  on  him,  the  Roman  is  a  Profeflion  of  Subjeftion  to  Rome  ; 
the.Ghriftian  engageth  Men  to  ferve  God  only,,  the  Roman 
to  worlhip  Creatures  alfb ;  the  Chriftian  makes  our  Ble£< 
led  Redeemer  to  be  our  only  Mediator,  the  Roman  joyns 
to.him  the  blefled  Saints  and  the,  Bleffed  Virgin.  Thereare 
fbmany  things  inalL Appearance  very  irreconcileable be 
twixt  theie  two  Confeffions  of  Faith,  that  the  Roman  can 
not  be  fafe  ;  and  that  we  may  conclude  without  Uncharita- 
blenefs,  that  they  of  that  Perfuafion  that  fhall  attain  to 
Heaven,  fhall  not  come  thither  by  the  Help  of  the  Roman 
Do£hines^  but  by  difcharging  their  Baptifinal  Engagements 
which  are  the  lame  with  ours,  and  by  profefling  the  ancient' 
common  Creed  of  all  Chriftians. 

The  Points  of  their  own  Creed  are  fo  fir  from  condu 
cing  to  Mens  Salvation,  that  they  rather,  will  prove  great- 
Hindrances  to  it.  They  engage  .Men  in  a  Worfhip  very.un- 
like,  to  what  we,  read  in  the  Apoitolical  Writings,  or  the 
a^tient  Fathers..  Befides  the .  unknowa  Tongue/  and  the> 
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maimM  Communion,  there  is  fb  much  of  it  that  is 
humane  and  ceremonious,  fb  much  of  it  that  relates  to  the 
Souls  in  Purgatory  or  the  Saints  in  Heaven,  that  we  wifh  it 
may  meet  with  Pardon,  but  cannot  think  it  fliould  find  Ac- 
ceptancsr  Thereare  fb  many  ftrange  Exorcifms  and  Confe- 
crationsin  their  Rituals  and  Pontifical,  thatafter  having  read 
the  Brble,  a  Man  can  neyer  think  theirs  to  be  that  Worfhip 
in  Spirit  and  in  Truth,  which  the  Gofpel  appoints.  We  dare 
not  offer  to  Almighty  God  what  is  fb  like  to  be  injurious  ta 
him,  and  fb  unlike  his  own  Inftitutions  ;  and  have  much 
greater  A  ffurance  to  have  our  Sacrifice  of  Prayers  and  Prai- 
fes  accented,  when  according  to  Divine  Appointment  we 
offer  it  to  God,  in  the  Name  of  his  bleffed  Son. 

The  fame  holds  alfb  for  vertuous  living  and  Improvement 
in  Goodnefs,  that  their  new  DoQrrines  are  rather  Obstacles 
to,  than  Helps  towards  it.     The  great  dependence  upon 
Rome  and  the  Papal  Power,  hath  made  many  of  that  Com 
munion  very  ill  Subje&s,  and  many  more  very  cruel  and 
uncharitable  to  all  other  Chriftians.     The  making  a  whole 
State  of  Sin,  although  known  and  perfifted  in,  yet  to  be  a^ 
State  of  Pardon  and  Safety,  confident  with  the  Love  of; 
God  ;  the  buying  and  Imputation  of  other  Mens  Merits 
and  good  Works  ;  the  eafy  Purchafe  of  many  Indulgences, 
the  cuftomary  and  frequent  Abfblutions  for  mortal  Sins  ; 
the  Patronage  of  the  greateft  Saints  to  the  greateft  Sinners^  < 
whea  they  are  their  particular  Votaries  :  fiich  prevailing 
Opinions  as  thefe  abate  much  of  the  Neceffity  of  a  ferious 
and  fpeedy  Repentance  and  earneft  Purfuits  after  Sanftifi--* 
cation,  and  too  much  gratify  the  Corruptions  of  Men  that 
are  defirous  to  enjoy  their  Lufts,  and  not  lofe  the  Hopes  of  -* 
Heaven.     So  if  Mixture  of  falfe  and  uncertain  Propofiti- 
ons  with  their  Faith  ;  if  a  Worfliip^very  corrupt,  and  very  : 
fuperftitfous  ;  and  if   Doftrines  apt  to  betray  Men  to  a 
and.  vicious  Life:  if  thefe  caaendaoger  humane/ 
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Souls,  we  cannot  think  them  fafe  in  the  Church  of  Rome* 
So  far  as  they  differ  from  us,  in  their  Additions  to  the  Pri 
mitive  Faith,  fb  far  they  are  in  danger.  We  pronounce 
no  Sentence,  and  we  pray  Divine  Mercy  to  pardon  them 
that  err  in  the  Simplicity  of  their  Heart :  But  their  Errors 
and  fuitable  Practices  may  be  the  Ruine  of  many,  and  our 
Charity  can  fave  none.  BlefTed  be  God,  we  are  fafer,  and 
have  many  Advantages  for  Comfort  and  for  Holinefs,  of 
which  they  are  deftitute. 

Men  of  a  timorous  and  a  tender  Confidence  amongft 
them,  can  never  have  -a  comfortable  Knowledg  and  Affu- 
rance  of  their  having  confeft  all  their  Mortal  Sins,  or  all 
thole  Circumftances  that  alter  the  kind  :  nor  of  the  Inten 
tion  of  the  Prieft,  which  is  neceflary  to  make  effectual  his 
Abiblutions  ;  nor  of  the  Validity  of  any  Sacerdotal  Mini- 
ftrations  and  Confecrations,  all  which  depend  upon  fceret 
Intentions  or  Irregularities,  which  may  be  incurred  many 
ways,  and  may  proceed  Ib  far  as  to  be  irremediable ;  of 
thele  which  according  to  their  Principles,  fb  much  concerns 
their  Happinefs,  a  thoughtful  Man  (I  fay)  can  never  be 
fo  fure  as  to  make  him  rejoyce  in  Hope,  and  have  a  fblid 
Peace.  And  what  a  fad  Profpe£t  is  it  to  them  that  think 
the  Sufferings  of  this  prefent  Life  fo  very  grievous,  that 
after  all  their  Pains  and  Charges  to  gain  Pardons  and  Indul 
gences,  and  Prayers  for  their  Souls,  they  can  have  noAffu- 
rance  without  a  Miracle,  but  that  they  fhall  lie  hundred  of 
Years  in  (torching  Flames,  paying  the  Score  of  thofib  tem 
poral  Puniftiments  which  were  due  to  their  Sins. 

Befides  the  Uncomfortablenefs  of  thefe  Roman  Tenents, 
they  want  in  that  Communion  the  Benefit  of  thofe  Divine 
Inftruftions  which  were  written  for  our  Learning ;  that  we 
through  Comfort  of  the  Scriptures  might  have  Hope.  That 
holy  Word  of  God  which  giveth  Light  and  Under/landing 
"to  the  Simple,  and  is  able  to  make  us  wife  unto  Salvation, 
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and  to  fave  our  Souls,  if  we  believe  the  BlefTed  Author  of 
it :  That  Word  in  the  Church  of  Rome  is  kept  from  th& 
People,  left  it  fhculd  make  the  Ways  of  God  plain  before 
their  Faces,  and  ftew  them  what  a  mighty  Change  in  the 
Chriftian  Religion  hath  been  made  amongft  them.  And 
that  keeps  the  Vulgar  j^  a  State  of  Darknefs  and  timorous 
Superftition,  and  deprives  them  of  thofe  Spiritual  Joys 
and  Improvements,  which  Divine  Revelation  would  af 
ford. 

If  any  Book  in  the  World  can  be  truly  pleafant  and  com 
fortable,  it  is  the  Holy  Bible  ;  wherein  we  fee  the  infinite 
Wifck  m  and  Power  and  Providence  of  God,  in  the  Creati 
on  and  Government  of  the  World,  and  particularly  in  his 
Care  for  them  that  love  and  ferve  him  :  The  (acred  Hifto- 
ry  is  fb  full  of  Comfort  in  all  Changes  of  Humane  Life  ; 
the  infinite  Goodnefs  and  other  Perreftions  of  God  are  fo 
clearly  revealed  in  it,  that  by  reading  thereof,  an  attentive 
Chriltian  in  all  his  Afflictions  is  infpirM  with  wife  and 
good  Thoughts,  and  Courage,  and  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  and 
a  joyful  dependence  upon  God.    Then  the  Mercies  and  My- 
fteries  of  our  Redemption,  the  Life  and  Death  of  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour,  the  Excellency  of  his  Precepts,  and  of  the 
Sermons  and  Writings  of  his  Apottles,    and  the  infinite 
Gracioufnefs  of  hisPromifes:  Thefe  are  fb  ravifhing  and 
fo  wonderful,  fb  apt  to  fupport  our  Spirits,  and  to  nourifh 
our  Hopes,  to  give  a  good  Man  a  fore-Tafte  of  the  Joys  cf 
Heaven,  and  to  bring  us  to  the  Likenefs  and  the  Senfe  of 
God's  Love,  that  nothing  can  give  equal  Comforts  to  Chri- 
ftians,  or  any  ways  fupply  the  Want  of  thefe.     It  would 
be  the  greateft  Wonder  why  any  Church  that  believes  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament  to  be  the  Book  of  God,  fhould 
forbid  the  reading  of  it :  but  that  the  Contrariety  betwixt 
their  Traditions  and  thofe  Divine  Writings  is  very  appa 
rent  to  them  tliat  can  confiilt  and  compare  both.     That,  or 
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nothing,  muft  excufe  their  Uncharitablerjefs  in  taking  the 
Divine  Oracles  from  them,  for  whole  Confolation  and  Gui 
dance  they  were  appointed. 

Again,  they  want  the  Comfort  and  Inftruftion  of  God's 
public!:  Worfhip.  What  Scriptures  are  read  in  the  pub- 
lick  Atlemblies  of  the  Roman  Conmiunion,  are  in  the  Latin 
Tongue,  by  which  the  Understanding  of  the  People  is  ren~ 
dred  unfruitful.  What  Prayers  and  Supplications  are  put  up 
to  God,  are  in  the  fame  Language  ;  they  know  not  what  is 
laid,  and  therefore  cannot  alien  t  with  their  Hearts,  nor  excite 
fuch  devout  Affeftions  in  their  Souls  as  would  recommend 
their  common  Requefts  to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  Neither 
are  the  Celebrations  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs  underftood, 
they  praife  not  God  with  joyful  Lips :  And  that  pious  En- 
tercourfe  they  fhould  have  with  him,  in  paying  their  Ho 
mage,  and  prefenting  their  Thanks  and  Petitions  to  his 
Divine  Majefty,  being  thus  interrupted  by  their  not  under- 
ftanding  what  is  faid,  they  are  deprived  of  one  of  the 
principal  Means  of  Edification.  'Tis  ftrange  it  fhould  e- 
ver  enter  into  the  Hearts  of  Men,  to  offer  to  God  for  a  rea- 
fonable  Service,  Words  of  which  they  know  not  the  Sig 
nification.  And  it  renders  ineffectual  thofe  Afts  of  Reli 
gion  which  ftiould  raoft  affeft  and  better  the  Hearts  of 
Chriftian  Worihippers,  and  raife  up  their  Thoughts  and 
their  Affeftions  to  Heaven. 

From  hence  it  is,  that  we  have  more  knowledg-of  God, 
and  more  Underftanding  of  the  Chriftian  Religion.  They 
amongrt  us  that  really  believe  Chriftianity,  and  would 
make  lure  of  the  Happinefs  it  offers,  by  fearching  and  me 
ditating  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  by  joyning  with  the 
publick  Worship  ;  whilft  they  attend  and  underftarid  what 
the  Church  faith  to  God,  and  what  he  faith  to  us,  are  much 
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improved  in  thofe  great  Principles  of  Religion  which  they 
learn'd  in  their  Catechifm,  and  are  made  to  grow  in  Grace, 
and  in  the  knowledg  of  the  Lord.  They  have  in  thefe 
two,  what  perpetually  informs  their  Judgment,  and  excites 
their  Will  to  cleave  to  God  andGoodnefs;  and  after  their 
beft  Endeavours  to  rely  upon  thofe  infinite  Mercies  of  God 
in  Chriit  our  Redeemer,  on  which  the  greateft  of  Roman 
Champions  confelfecl  that  it  is  moft  lafe  to  repofe  our 
whole  Truft  and  Confidence. 

Anfwerable  to  thofe,  are  the  publick  Exhortations  of 
our  Church,    by  the  Mouth  of  her  Minifters,    and  the 
Books  of  Religious  Inftruftion  wherewith  fhe  entertains 
her  Children.     Their  Time  and  Zeal  and  Attention  are 
not  taken  up  in  Sprinklings,  Kiffings  of  Reliques,  going 
,in  Pilgrimage,  vifiting  of  Shrines,  paying  devout  Vene 
ration  to  Saints  and  Images,  and  reciting  Beads  and  Ro- 
.faries,  and  the  Offices  of  St.  Bridget,  or  the  like.     Neither 
thefe  things,  nor  any  of  this  Nature,  which  can  neither         ]/ 
inftruft  nor  reform  the  World,  nor  give  Comfort  to  Chri- 
ftian  Souls,   are  recommended  to  our  People :  They  are 
clearly  taught  wherein  true  Religion  and  fiibftantial  Good- 
.nefs  confift,  and  exhorted  to  lay  on  them  the  great  Strefs 
of  their  Hopes  and  of  their  Endeavours,  and  devoutly  to 
make  ufe  of  thofe  means  of  Grace  which  are  of  Divine 
Appointment,  and  thereby  to  eftablifli  their  Hearts  in  the 
Love  of  God,  and  a  chearful  dependence  upon  the  infinite 
Merits  and  Mercies  of  our  dear  Saviour. 

Nothing  of  the  whole  Counfel  of  God  is  by  our  Church 
kept  back  from  us,  our  Belief  is  unqueftionable,  being  tru 
ly  Primitive  and  Univerfal ;  our  Worfbip  of  God  is  accor 
ding  to  his  Will,  and  his  moft  bleffed  Nature ;  and  our 
Rule  of  Life  and  Converfation  comprehends  all  Duties : 
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To  fear  God,  and  honour  the  King,  and  love  one  another, 
and  continue  patient  in  well-doing.  Ours  is  indeed  a  Do- 
ftrine  according  to  Godlinefs,  and  of  it,  it  may  be  tefti- 
fied  in  the  Words  of  Sc.  Peter,  that  it  is  the  true  Grace  of 
God,  wherein  we  Jland. 

If  we  are  not  wanting  to  our  felves,  we  want  nothing 
that  can  either  {hew  us  the  Way  to  Happinefs,  or  help  and 
forward  us  in  it ;  we  ought  to  exprefs  our  Charity  to  them 
that  err,  and  want  many  of  thofe  Bleflings  arid  Advantages 
which  we  have  for  the  obtaining  eternal  Salvation ;  we 
fhould  earneftly  pray  for  them,  and  what  we  can  promote 
their  Inftruftion,  but  by  no  means  fear  their  Threatnings 
and  Sentences  of  Damnation. 

He  that  in  earneft  would  go  to  Heaven,  and  profefleth 
Chriftianity,  not  to  obtain  Favour  with  Men,  but  to  pleaie 
God,  and  to  fave  his  immortal  Soul,  can  be  no  where  fafer 
than  in  our  Church.  Therein  he  profefleth  that  Faith 
which  all  Chriftian  Communions  hold  to  be  truly  Divine, 
and  therein  he  may  make  his  Calling  and  Ele&ion  fure,  if 
he  will  but  pra£tifc  anfwerably  to  his  Belief,  add  to  his 
Faith  Vertue,  and  not  be  unfruitful  in  the  knowledg  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The  more  he  underftands  his  Religi 
on,  the  more  he  will  love  it,  and  be  convinced  that  he  is  in 
the  right :  And  the  more  carefully  he  lives  according  to  his 
Profeffion,  with  a  Conference  void  of  Offence  towards  God 
and  towards  Men,  the  more  affurance  will  he  have  that  he 
fhall  be  happy. 

All  other  Grounds  of  Hope  befides  Truth  and  Righte- 
oufnefs  will  prove  vain.  But  he  that  ftands  upon  the  Foun 
dation  of  the  Apoftles  and  Prophets,  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf 
being  the  chief  Corner-Stone  :  He  that  ftudies  and  minds 
his  Duty,  and  earneftly  begs  for  the  Divine  Afliftance  that 
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he  may  live  to  God,  and  remain  faithful  unto  Death :  he 
fhall  receive  the  Crown  of  Life,  though  fbme  preiiimptu- 
ous  Men  dare  condemn  him  to  Death. 

Whatever  Confidence  or  high  Pretences  fome  may  have, 
whatever  Ways  and  Devices  they  invent  for  to  gain  Hea 
ven:  Chriftis  the  Way ^  the  Truth  and  the  Life,  no  Man  CQ- 
meth  unto  the  Father,  but  by  him  ;  there  is  no  other  Name  un 
der  Heaven  given  unto  Men,  whereby  they  can  be  faved,  but 
enly  the  Name  of  our  Lordjefu*  Chrift  ;  He  that  calleth  and 
believeth  on  him  {ball  not  be  confounded.  Here  let  us  fix,  and 
not  regard  what  Men  fay,  nor  what  they  can  do :  But  look 
unto  Jefus  the  Author  and  Finifher  of  our  Faith,  firmly 
relying  on  his  Almighty  Goodnels,  who  is  able  to  fave  them 
to  the  uttermojl  that  come  to  God  by  him^  being  ever  living  t& 
make  Inter ceffion  for  them. 
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